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To  the  Montgomery  Council; 

Mr. Mayor,  Alderman  and  Councillors, 


ending  31st. 


December^S196SeaSUre  ^ SUbmittins  the  ^nmal  Report  for-  the  year 


for  the  Countv  ™ri  i statistics  of  the  area  compare  favourably  with  those 

and  Perinatal  mortal i +1 COU+  &S  a With  tw0  excePtions,  (namely  Still-birth 

renort  lnata?!  m°rtal:L^  rates).  and  these  are  discussed  fully  in  the  body  of  the 

ofP80  ?io  be  ablS  tQ  report  ^ ^crease  in  the  population 

£ inf  ants  ^occurred  ^ ^ ™ “ 


a-  /_  \ Pbe  ^iei  cause  of  death  was  from  Heart  Disease-  coromrv  hpa-H- 

ss^)f“°ss^ifor1,2?81of  aeaths’ and  “ osrrkse  rSeh:Aier 

the  Boro!!h i g !?  and  rfales>  there  were  no  deaths  from  Cancer  of  any  form  in 
25  dUr^gthe  year  wder  review.  Nevertheless,  in  England  and  Wales 

Should  not  be^too  n f'  attributable  to  cancer  of  the  lung,  and  therefore  we 

"Smoking  and  Heal  ^ report  oP  the  R°Yal  College  of  Physicians  on 

cause Df  h sY  A?  US  that  “ has  been  Pr0TCd  that  smoking  is  a 

aLe^f  °“££  Uonohltis  ^ contribute  to  the  development  of  coronar 
S Th  report  ra commends  further  education  of  the  public,  and  especial 

p^paied ^reTof°cTminS  *h?hh“art*  °f  ^blicit/materiaTis  bSng 

nSctoroubLc^v861  ? CUtral  C0Un0il  f0r  Health  Education  has  arranged 

e,  publicity  campaign  uo  be  launched  in  the  Autumn  of  1962. 


Sewerage  ornhl  ell  FUlb!,h0pea  that  1362  wil1  see  a solution  to  the  Borough 
e«ec?  Ifib“  a 5aM  Council  s prepared  scheme  will  shortly  be  put  into 
of  Housing  and  Tool  r e ^ear  neS°tiations  we re  still  proceeding  with  the  Minis t : 
of  Government  with  a view  to  obtaining  grants  towards  the  cost 

sewage  should  An  >.  U Y a matter  of  urgency  and  it  is  deplorable  that  crude 
hundred  a^fstatJ  one  tf charged  ™to  open  ditches  in  the  year  One  thousand  nine 

^SSStTTt N oonstY“t“e  a grave  latent  aanser  t^e"hSSttT3rthe 
series  Lfeotious  dise“es:Sre01ally  “ ^ °f  “ e?lde-° 


cont/over c e 


- 


. 


-i 


2. 


i 1x1  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  the  Borough  experienced 

a outbreak  of  measles,  part  of  a general  epidemic  affecting  the  whole  countrv 

infectious^diseases*  B°r°USh  “ WaS  °ther>lise  a year  °f  lo"  notifications  of 


u t . i T t tanks  are  due  to  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  Public 

Health  Inspector  for  preparing  that  part  of  the  report  dealtog  wSh  tt!e 
anitary  circumstances  of  the  area,  and  to  his  staff  for  their  invaluable 
assistance  during  the  year. 


Lastly, 

I have  received  from  you,  Mi'o. 
and  the  Town  Clerk  and  Staff. 


mfv  ^ acknowledge  the  friendly  support  which 
Mayor,  the  other  members  of  the  Council, 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ELINOR  M.GREVILLE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August  18th.  1962. 


SECTION  A. 

GENERAL ^STATISTICS  OE  THE  AREA. 

Area  of  the  District  - 3390  acres. 

Mid  year  population  from  Census  - 970. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  from  Rate  Book  - 317. 
Rateable  Value  - £6191. 

Product  of  a penny  rate  - £24. 


VITAL  S^TJCSTTCS . 

P0PUIATI0N. 

Estimated  Mid  - 1961 
Estimated  Mid  - i960 
Estimated  Mid  - 1939 


<>  • 9 O o c 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS . 

TOTAL  (Live  and  Still) 

LIVE  BIRTHS . 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

6 

1 


17 

Female . 

l^o-^al 

9 

15 

1 

9 

„ _16~ 

— ATRgL.BATE  per  1000  estimated  population:  (crude)  16.49 

I^.liSSLS^TE  per  1000  estimated  population:  (adjusted)  18.14 

IIMOJTn^Y_JATE  (percentage  of  total  live  births):  6.25 

Countv  T^e  Ad^ust®d  Birth  Rate  compares  favourably  with  the  figures  for  the 
sSTL  S “*  eS;  . , ThS  1961  live  the  same  as  in  i960  anc 

of  the  population  was  Q * m^3  ^ numter  of  deaths  was  7,  the  natural  increase 
of  the  population.  & lhei,e  was>  therefore,  an  actual  and  natural  increase 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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STILLS IRTHS  TOTAI'  - 1 (Female)  Legitimate. 

PeL.oen^ago  of  Live  Births  - 6 >23  (Montgomeryshire  1.8) 

(Eng.  and  Wales.  I.87) 

CAUSE  OF  STILLBIRTH:- 

1 Female 5 hydrocepnalus,  full  term,  horn  in  hospital. 

This  would  not  have  appeared  to  he  preventable. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  --  NIL. 

Neonatal  Morta.ln.ry  ( heaths  under  I weeks)  - NIL. 

J-ty i, btill  births  A first  week  - 58*8 

deaths  per  1000  total  hirth) 


Only  1 death  gave  rise  to  this  high  perinatal  rate. 

This  rate  for  the  whole  country  in  196l  remained  high,  and  the  Central 
Health  Services  Council  (Ministry  of  Health)  in  its  report (l96l)  stated 
that  the  same  general  causes  are  responsible  for  both  stillbirths  and 
Neonatal  deaths.  Prematurity  plays  a large  part  in  this,  and  nothing 
is  at  present  known  about  50%  of  premature  labours;  the  commonest  cause 
being  disorders  of  the  respiratory  system,  congenital  malformation  and 
haemorrnage  into  the  brain.  The  survival  rate  of  premature  infants 
is  directly  proportional  to  the  birth  weight.  Obstetric  and  Paediatric 
research  now  aims  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  prematurity,  and  promote 
further  the  care  of  the  premature  infant.  The  Council  considered  that 
measures  should  be  taken  to  integrate  all  aspects  of  hospital  and  home 
care  and ^ to  further  an  effective  system  of  after  care,  wherein  the  family 
doctor,  the  health  visitor,  the  obstetrician  the  paediatrician,  and  the 
j-ocal  health  authority  Medical  Officers  should  be  co-ordinated  to 
supervise  this  care  over  several  years. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  - NIL. 


DEATHS  - 


Male  s ....... . 4 

Females ^ 

lot  a_L  .0.0. 


7 


Death  Rate  per  3000  estimated  population  (crude):  7,22 

Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated  population  (adjusted):  5.99 

COMPARATIVE  STATISTIVS  (1961 ) . 


Birth  Rate  (adjusted) 
Death  Rate  (adjusted) 
Infant  Mortality  Rate 
Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 
Stillbirth  Rate 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 


x.i/uj  rtaues 

Borough  Bate  compares  most  favourably.  Th„  „ . , 

is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  iro  this  country# 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  according  to  age  and 
sex  distribution: - 


Montgomery 

Montgomeryshire 

Eng. and 
Wales . 

18*14 

15.3 

17.4 

5.99 

11.85 

12.0 

NIL. 

13.4 

21.4 

NIL. 

- 

15.5 

62  «5 

17.77 

18.7 

58.8 

— 

- 

.re  the  highest  since  1948,  and  the 

. 


' 

■ 

■ 

’ 
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. 


■ 


■ 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  BY  AGE  AND  CFX  DISTRIBUTION . 

TOT  AT. 

CAUSE.  SEX o 70-80  yrs.  80-90  yrs.  M 


Syphilitic  disease 

•M 

1 

Leukaemia » 

F 

- 

1 

1 

Coronary  heart 
disease, Angina. 

M 

1 

- 

1 

— 

Other  heart 

M 

I 

- 

1 

- 

disease . 

F 

T 

J. 

1 

- 

2 

Influenza. 

M 

- 

1 

1 

- 

TOTALS . 

M 

F 

Jr 

1 

2 

4 

3 

GRAND  TOTAL  • I' 

&.&  F. 

4 

3 

7 

CHIEF  CAUSE  OF 

DEATH: 

HEART  DISEASE . 

Coronary  heart  ' 

disease 

(l)  accounted  for  25%  of 

deaths 

from  this  cause 

1 

Notably 

the  re  we  re  no 

deaths  from  Cancer  of  any 

cause . 

The  England  and  Wales  Cancer  death  rate  increased  in  1961. 


SECTION  _B. 

GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES . 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the 
personal  health  services  of  the  district. 

SECTION  C . 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTMCES  0?  THE _ AREA . 

(1)  WATER. 

— ,,  goroygh  ps  supplied  by  springs  and  two  boreholes  from  which 

water  is  pumped  by  die  sal  engines*  The  supply  is  chlorinated  before 

passing  into  storage  reservoirs  of  approximately  500,000  gallon  capacity* 

From  the  IstoApril  the  responsibility  for  water  was  taken  over 
by  the  Montgomeryshire  Water  Board. 

During  the  year  no  difficulties  of  supply  were  experienced  and 
four  water  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

(2)  (a)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Only  Tanymur  Housing  Site  has  a satisfactory  sewerage  system. 
The  remainder  of  the  town  discharges  untreated  sewage  into  open  ditches. 

Plans  for  a treatment  works  were  completed  during  the  year  and 
tenders  were  obtained  for  the  work.  The  estimated  cost  was  very  high  and 
negotiations  proceeded  with  ins  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and 
with  the  County  Council  with  w view  to  obtaining  grants  towards  the  cost. 

It  is  evident  that  the  provision  of  adequate  sewers  and  treatment  plant  for 
the  Borough  will  involve  a substantial  increase  in  the  rates.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  negotiations  were  still  proceeding* 

The  condition  of  the  two  ditches  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town 
is  appalling  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  improvements  will  be  put  in  hand 
in  the  near  future  * 


4, 


. 


, 


. 

■ 
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(b)  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Apart  from  the  conditions  in  the  town  every  effort  is 
made  to  prevent  pollution. 

(3)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Pails  are  collected  at  night  from  22  properties  and  the 
contents  buried.  It  is  intended  to  enforce  substitution  of  these  with 
water  closets  when  the  sewerage  system  is  improved. 

(4)  PUBLIC  CLEANS INC. 

Refuse  is  collected  fortnightly  by  contract  with  Forden 
Rural  District  Council  and  disposal  is  by  tipping  on  land  owned  by  the 
Council  approximately  1 mile  from  'the  i town. 

( 5 ) SANITARY  INSPECTION _qF__CHE_.lREA. 

The  district  has  been  inspected  systematically  and  on 
complaint*  No  formal  action  was  necessary. 

(6)  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES . 


All  have  been  inspected  and  no  action  was  necessary. 


(7)  CAMPING. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  Borough. 

(8)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  nuisance  from  smoke  occurred  during  the  year. 


(9)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 


There  are  none  in  the  Borough. 


(10)  VERMIN. 

There  were  no  cases  of  insect  inf e station'  during  ' tftberyaar . 
A Rodent  Officer  is  employed  jointly  with  Forden  Rural  District  and 

Llanfyllin  Rural  District  Council. 


Number  of  premises  inspected  47 

" " domestic  premises  treated  10 

" " business  " " 3 

" " times  refuse  tip  treated  1 


Materials  used 


- Sausage  rusk 
Oatmeal 
Sorexa  1 
Kinc  Phosphide 


78  lbs. 

36  lbs. 

1 lb.  14ozs. 
1 lb.  lOozs. 


SECTION  D.  HOUSING . 


Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  the 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts.  12 

No  formal  action  was  necessary. 

No  houses  were  the  subject  of  demolition  or 

closing  orders- 

Number  of  houses  improved  by  Standard  Grant  1 

" " " discretionary  Grant  4 

No  houses  were  built  by  the  Local  Authority  nor 
by  private  enterprise* 


■ V 
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FACTORIES . 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 

Premises.  /lumber  on  Inspec-  Written  Occupier 

__  Register.  tions.  notices.  Prosecuted. 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Section  1-6  are  to  he 

enforced  by  Local  Authorities.  ~ 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  Local  Authorities.  65 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 

out-workers)  - - - 

Total 6 3 

No  defects  were  found  necessitating  action. 

There  are  no  out -workers  in  the  Borough. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK.  The  district  is  served  by  outside  retailers.  Producer  retailers  are 

inspected  by  the  Ministry.  All  of  the  milk  retailed  is  designated 
and  satisfactory. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  * 

There  is  one  privately  owned  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough.  This 
conforms  with  the  standard  laid  down.  All  the  animals  slaughtered  are 
inspected  and  the  quality  of  meat  sold  in  the  shops  is  high. 

All  shops  and  vans  where  food  is  sold  are  kept  in  a clean  state. 

REPORT  ON  MEAT  INSPECTION . 

Carcases  inspected  during  the  year. 

Cattle 


exclusing 

cows. 

Cows. 

Calves . 

Sheep  & 
Lambs . 

Pigs  • 

Horses , 

1.  Number  killed 

19T 

~nil 

“¥nT” 

“1297  “ 

l30 

2.  Number  inspected. 

195 

NIL 

NIL 

1297 

230 

NIL 

3«  All  diseases  except 

tuberculosis  & Cysticerosis: 
(a)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned* 

6 

NIL 

NIL 

18 

1 

NIL 

(c)  Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with  dise 

Other  than  tuberculosis 
cystxoerosj.s . 

ase 

3*  08 

NIL 

NIL 

1.47 

1.43 

NIL 

! • 


■ 

.. 

' 


. 


. 


. 


. 


. 

■ 
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continued  . . 

Cattle 
excluding 
cows . 

_ Sows . 

Caljes^ 

Sheep  & 

Lamb  s Pigs . 

Horse; 

4.  Tuberculosis  only: 

(a)  Whole  carcases  condemned. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(c)  Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with  tuberculosis .NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

5.  Cysticerosis . 

(a)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Nil 

NIL 

(b)  Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(c)  Generalised  & totally 
condemned. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

The  small  amount  of  meat 

condemned  is 

mainly  by  reason  of  the 

fact 

that 

young  animals  only  are  slaughtered  and  casualty  animals  are  refused. 


No  meat  marking  scheme  under  Part  111  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations  1924  is  in  force  in  the  district. 


SECTION  F. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  CONTROL . 

During  1961  29  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  and  were 
distributed  as  follows 


Age  Groups, 


Measles  

Scarlet  fever 


28 

1 


MEASLES, 


Male 

Quarters 

1.  2.  3. 


Female 

Quarters 


Total  M.  & F. 
Quarters . 


1-2  yrs. 

1 

£ • 

j * 

1 

2 

2 - 3 " 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

3 - 4 " 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

4 - 5 " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-9" 

- 

2 8 

2 

6 

18 

10-14  " 

3 

1 

4 

15-24  " 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Totals 

3. 

2.  13. 

2. 

8. 

28 

The  5-9  yrs.  age 

group  were 

primarily  affected. 

No  deaths  or 

serious  complications  occurred. 


l£0X<3 
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B.C.&.  VACCINATION . 


In  the  preventive  field,  B.C.G. vaccination  of  School- 
leavers  continued  during  the  year*  In  the  Welshpool  High  and  Secondary  Schools, 
142  pupils  were  tested;  106  were  found  to  require  vaccination,  and  97  accepted* 

MASS  RADI0G3&HIY. 

The  Unit  paid  14  visits  to  the  fixed  location  in  Welshpool 
where  277  people  were  examined.  Mass  Radiography  discloses,  in  the  County  as 

a whole,  a large  number  of  persons  with  unsuspected  active  disease  who  still 
require  treatment,  and  a recent  report  on  Mass  Radiography  (1961)  suggests 
that  17 % of  children  have  acquired  tuberculosis  infection  by  the  age  of  13  years, 
hence  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  public  utilize  the  services 
of  this  Unit . 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

Vaccination  continued  to  be  offered  to  persons  under  40  years 
of  age  and  older  people  at  special  risk*  Fourth  injections  are  now  being 
given  to  all  children  prior  to  school  entry,  or  as  soon  as  possible  after  this 
date  • 

Consequent  upon  the  epidemic  spread  of  the  disease  in  Kings t on- 
upon-Hul  in  October  (when  oral  vaccine  was  used  to  contain  the  outbreak) , the 
numbers  attending  the  local  clinics  rose  appreciably,  and  many  were  the  requests 
for  the  "oral"  type  of  vaccine i,  but  the  County  Health  Authority  had  not  then 
decided  to  use  it*  Nevertheless,  at  the  time  of  going  to  press,  there  is  every 
resaon  to  believe  that  it  may  be  obtainable  in  the  near  future. 

Fortunately  for  the  country,  by  September  30th.  1961*  over 
16  million  people  in  England  and  Wales  had  been  given  at  least  two  injections 
of  vaccine,  and  12-g-  million  had  been  given  at  least  3«  More  than  8 out  of 
every  10  children  under  18  years  had  been  immunized,  and  6 out  of  every  10 
people  between  18-28  years. 

SMALL  POX. 

In  September  1961  a suspected  case  of  Smallpox  arrived  in 
England  on  a cross-channel  boat;  a contact  visited  the  district  of  North 
Montgomeryshire  and  was  kept  under  daily  supervision  by  me  until  notice  was 
received  that  the  suspected  case  was  negative. 

In  December,  as  the  result  of  the  importation  of  a case 
(confirmed)  to  Birmingham,  the  district  once  more  received  a "contact".  He  had 
been  vaccinated  but  was  kept  under  my  personal  supervision  daily  for  several  days. 
He  did  not  contract  the  disease,  but  had  he  done  sc,  one  wonders  whether  the 
local  population  y/ould  have  been  sufficiently  protected  by  previous  vaccination, 
at,  that  stage,  to  stay  an  epidemic  such  as  ultimately  occurred  in  other  parjts 
of  the  country. 


Parents  attending  the  Welfare  Clinics  have  always  been  and 
are  still  being,  advised  to  have  their  babies  vaccinated  against  Smallpox 
prior  to  immunization  against  Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough. 


■ 
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